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Course Description
This course emphasizes emphasizes consolidation of literacy, communication, and critical and creative thinking skills necessary for success in academic and daily life. Students will analyse a variety of informational and graphic texts, as well as literary texts from various countries and cultures, and create oral, written, and media texts in a variety of forms for practical and academic purposes. An important focus will be on using language with precision and clarity and developing greater control in writing. The course is intended to prepare students for college or the workplace.
Overall Expectations

The students are expected to:

1. listen in order to understand and respond appropriately in a variety of situations for a variety of purposes; 

2. use speaking skills and strategies appropriately to communicate with different audiences for a variety of purposes; 

3. reflect on and identify their strengths as listeners and speakers, areas for improvement, and the strategies they found most helpful in oral communication situations. 

4. read and demonstrate an understanding of a variety of literary, informational, and graphic texts, using a range of strategies to construct meaning; 

5. recognize a variety of text forms, text features, and stylistic elements and demonstrate understanding of how they help communicate meaning; 

6. use knowledge of words and cueing systems to read fluently; 

7. reflect on and identify their strengths as readers, areas for improvement, and the strategies they found most helpful before, during, and after reading. 

8. generate, gather, and organize ideas and information to write for an intended purpose and audience; 

9. draft and revise their writing, using a variety of literary, informational, and graphic forms and stylistic elements appropriate for the purpose and audience; 

10. use editing, proofreading, and publishing skills and strategies, and knowledge of language conventions, to correct errors, refine expression, and present their work effectively; 

11. reflect on and identify their strengths as writers, areas for improvement, and the strategies they found most helpful at different stages in the writing process. 

12. demonstrate an understanding of a variety of media texts; 

13. identify some media forms and explain how the conventions and techniques associated with them are used to create meaning; 

14. create a variety of media texts for different purposes and audiences, using appropriate forms, conventions, and techniques; 

15. reflect on and identify their strengths as media interpreters and creators, areas for improvement, and the strategies they found most helpful in understanding and creating media texts. 

Course Materials and Resources
TEXTS
Between the Lines 12



Fahrenheit 451


by 
Ray Bradbury



The Crucible 



by
Arthur Miller

The books assigned to you are your responsibility; you are responsible for returning the same book in good condition. If you lose or damage any texts, you will be required to pay for them.

REQUIRED MATERIALS

3-ring binder with dividers
pencil






blue or black pen

thesaurus/dictionary






different coloured pen for          






highlighting/underlining   

Course Overview

This course is broken down into four different strands: Literature Studies and Reading, Writing, Language, and Media Studies. These strands are interwoven into a series of units as follows:


- Fiction


- Novel Study: Fahrenheit 451

- Poetry


- Drama: The Crucible

- Non-Fiction: Media and Prose

- Skills: Writing Process: Improving Written Work, Language Study & Independent Learning ( this unit will be integrated throughout the course )

- Independent Study Unit: 

The order of these units may vary. 

Evaluation 

Each student will be given a variety of opportunities to demonstrate the extent to which he/she has met the expectations of this course. His/her final grade will be a percentage that represents the student’s overall achievement of curriculum expectations based on his/her most consistent level of achievement.



70%
summative assessments throughout the semester



30%
final assessments including examination

Each student must complete all final assessments in order to be eligible to receive the credit.

One of the goals of any course is the development of the work and study skills needed to succeed in the workplace and in life. Each student’s work and study skills will be monitored throughout the semester and will be recorded (separately from your grade) on the report card as follows:

E = Excellent

G = Good
S = Satisfactory
N = Needs Improvement

The categories being assessed are:

· Works Independently

· Teamwork

· Organization

· Work Habits / Homework

· Initiative

Policies and Expectations

CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS:

· Be on time and fully prepared for each class.

· Participate actively in class by asking questions and sharing your knowledge.

· Demonstrate respect and responsibility at all times.

· Maintain a quiet, productive working environment by focussing on tasks, staying seated, and raising your hand to speak.

· Be positive—about yourself, your abilities, and the contributions of others.

PLAGIARISM:

Plagiarism is stealing another's work and trying to pass it off as your own. Plagiarism occurs when students fail to document their sources and:


-submit assignments which contain groups of words, sentences, or paragraphs 
copied word for word from another source;


-submit assignments written in whole or in part by someone else;


-submit assignments which contain slight rewording of the original;


-present ideas of others as their own work.

You must clearly and correctly document all secondary sources. We will review the proper format for parenthetical citations and bibliography in class. Plagiarism is a serious offence and will result in a mark of zero and parent discussion.

ATTENDANCE:

Your regular attendance is an integral part of learning, therefore all lates and absences will be recorded on your report card. You are responsible for all the material studied in this class. When homework is checked and/or assignments are collected on a day or days when you are legitimately absent, the due date and the mark assessed for that work will be at the discretion of the teacher. No homework or assignments will be accepted unless accompanied by a parent note explaining the absence. If a student is absent for previously scheduled group work, his or her mark that day may be zero. It is your responsibility to inform the teacher in advance of your absence from class due to a school-related event and to update your notes, prepare for tests, etc. in the event of any absence. If you know that you will be absent on a particular due date, you are still responsible for submitting the assignment early or on time. Arrangements for missed tests must be made with the teacher as soon as you return from an unexpected absence. See the teacher immediately if you are having a difficulty; a solution can always be found if we work together.

ASSIGNMENTS AND HOMEWORK:

All assignments must be completed to the best of your ability and submitted on the assigned due date. A parent signature is required for all tests and major assignments below 70% (Level 3- or below).

In order for work to be accepted, all major assignments must be submitted in “Good Copy”. “Good Copy” means a copy that is double-spaced, in dark (blue,black) ink, written on one side of the page only. Each assignment must be an obviously good clean copy with cover page and numbered pages. The copy must use the format given in class.
COMMUNICATION

In an attempt to foster positive communication between parent and teacher, all major assignment and test information will be distributed by e-mail to any interested parents. Please indicate below ( or contact Rob.D’Alessio@cdsbeo.on.ca ) if you wish to be included in your son/daughter’s class e-mail list.

No, I do not wish to be included in the class e-mail list. _____

Yes, I do wish to be included in the class e-mail list. _____

Parent Name: ____________________

E-mail address: ______________________

Student Name :____________________

E-Mail address:____________________

Comments:







Parent Signature:____________________
